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Dr. Radwan al-Sayed is Dean, College of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research at the
Muhamed bin Zayed University for Humanities. He graduated from the religious institute in
Beirut, earned a bachelor's degree in theology and philosophy from Al-Azhar University (1970),
and a PhD in philosophy from the University of Tlbingen in Germany (1977). He taught for over
four decades at the Lebanese University, the American University of Beirut, and the Université
Saint-Joseph, and served as a visiting professor at prestigious universities such as Harvard and
Chicago. He founded and edited intellectual journals such as Arab Thought, Ijtihad, and Al-
Tafahum, and oversaw the publications Qira’at and Islamic Studies at Mohamed Bin Zayed
University. His notable works include The Nation, the Community, and Authority, The Struggle
over Islam, and The German Orientalists. He produced important critical editions and
translations, and received several awards including the King Faisal Prize (2017) and the Nile
Award (2021).
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Dr. Safvet is a professor of Tafsir, Quranic Anthropology and Sirah at the Department of Islamic
Religious Education, University of Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina. He memorized the Qur’an
and graduated from Al-Azhar University in Qur’anic exegesis and sciences, earning both his
master’s and PhD degrees with distinction. He also teaches in various universities across Bosnia,
Serbia, and Turkey. He has authored over 20 books and more than 100 academic papers, with
many of his works translated into several languages. He serves on the Board of Trustees of the
International Union of Muslim Scholars and played a key role in introducing Sirah studies into
higher education across the Balkans. One of his most notable works is The Prophetic Biography
in a New Light, a contemporary analytical reading of the Sirah that has been translated into
multiple languages and produced as an audio-visual series.
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Sheikha Abdullah Al-Mutawa is a Kuwaiti academic specializing in Hadith and its sciences. She
holds a PhD from the University of Jordan (2016) with distinction, for a dissertation on the impact
of contemporary reality on Hadith criticism and understanding. She also earned her MA from
Kuwait University (2009), focusing on Abu Zur‘ah al-Razi’s methodology in al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil, and
her BA in Usdl al-Din (2003) with honors. She has worked as a teacher and visiting lecturer in
various academic institutions and has participated in numerous scientific seminars and training
workshops. Her research covers Hadith, theology, and Islamic jurisprudence, and she has
authored books including Thank You, Corona and The Arena of Willpower. She is also active in
cultural and educational initiatives, presenting awareness-raising plays and participating in public
discussions on atheism and contemporary challenges.
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Dr. Hamda is a Qatari academic who earned her PhD in Sharia and Law from the University of
Malaya in Malaysia (2021), her Master’s degree in Public Policy in Islam from Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (2012), and her Bachelor's degree in Sharia and Law from Qatar University (2001). She
has published peer-reviewed research on cybercrime and criminal evidence from the perspective
of Sharia and comparative law, and has participated in international academic conferences. Dr.
Hamda has teaching experience in Islamic law and jurisprudence and has completed specialized
training programs in teaching philosophies and academic assessment. She has also delivered
lectures, served on academic committees at Qatar University, and contributed to community
outreach efforts focused on legal awareness.
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Dr. Ibrahim Zain

Dr. lbrahim Zain is a Professor of Islamic Studies and
Comparative Religion at the College of Islamic Studies, Hamad
Bin Khalifa University and Interim Dean of the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences at HBKU. His various academic
postings include Dean of the Kulliyyah (Faculty) of Islamic
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences (KIRKHS) and Dean of
the International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization
(ISTAC) at the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM).
He writes extensively on the history of religions and reform of
Islamic education and has authored over 50 publications, including several books, in English and
Arabic. Dr. Zain is a leading scholar on the study of the Covenants of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).
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This paper explores the intersection between the Siffin Arbitration Agreement, an early Islamic
legal and political document emerging in the aftermath of the first intra-Muslim conflict, and
foundational principles of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). Rather than pursuing a direct
textual comparison, the study draws thematic and normative parallelisms between the two,
focusing on shared legal principles and ethical values such as proportionality, protection of
combatants, cessation of hostilities, and the pursuit of procedural justice. Anchored in an
interdisciplinary framework that integrates law, legal history, and ethical philosophy, the paper
examines how both the Siffin Agreement and IHL articulate responses to armed conflict that aim
to minimize harm, regulate violence, and restore political order. By situating the Siffin Arbitration
within its historical and jurisprudential context and aligning it with key ethical underpinnings of
contemporary humanitarian law, the study demonstrates how pre-modern Islamic conflict
management practices may contribute to broader conversations on justice and peacebuilding in
times of war. This engagement underscores the potential of cross-civilizational legal ethics in
enriching contemporary legal discourse on the moral conduct of war and post-conflict
reconciliation.
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Dr. Igbal Ali Al-Enezi is a Kuwaiti academic and Professor in the Department of Tafsir and Hadith
at the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Kuwait University. She earned her BA (2004) and MA
(2009) in Hadith from Kuwait University, and her PhD (2014) in Tafsir and Hadith from King Saud
University. She worked at the Ministry of Awgaf from 2005 to 2010 before joining Kuwait
University as a faculty member, becoming Associate Professor in 2020 and Full Professor in 2023.
Dr. Al-Enezi has published peer-reviewed research on Hadith sciences—including filal,
abbreviation, and Companions’ narrations—as well as Islamic literature and anti-racism
discourse. She contributed to the critical edition of Ghayat Ma’mul al-Raghib (2006) and is
recognized for her academic scholarship in the field.
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Dr. Raafat Muhammad Rashid Al-Miqati is the President of the University of Tripoli in Lebanon
and a professor of Islamic jurisprudence and law. He holds professorial degrees in both Sharia
and legal studies. He previously served as Dean of the College of Sharia and is currently Vice
President of the Association of Lebanese Universities. A licensed attorney and international
arbitrator for over three decades, he is a member of the Assembly of Muslim Jurists of America,
the International Union of Muslim Scholars, and the Advisory Board of the International Institute
for the Family in Istanbul. Dr. Al-Migati has supervised numerous theses in Sharia and law and
authored many scholarly works and media debates. He serves as Secretary-General of the
Permanent Conference on Sharia and Law and heads the International Center for Human Rights
and Comparative Law. He is known for his legal and social activism, especially in opposing civil
marriage and gender ideology in Lebanon. His publications include Jurisprudential Principles in
Family Law Verses, The Harmony between Verses and Prophetic Traditions in Family Law, and
Linguistic Distinctions in Family Law Verses.
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Dr. Besnik Sinani

Dr. Besnik Sinani is an AIWG Research Fellow in the “In
Conversation with Prophet Muhammad” research project based
at the Center for Muslim Theology (ZITH), at Tlbingen University,
where he teaches Sira and Introduction to Sufism. Before joining
the Chair for Hadith Studies and Prophetic Traditions in
TUbingen, he was a Fritz Thyssen postdoctoral fellow at the
Leibniz-Center for the Moder Orient in Berlin and a lecturer at
the Institute for Islamic Studies at the Freie Universitat Berlin
(FUB). His dissertation on Sufism in Saudi Arabia since 1979 (FUB)
received the DAVO 2021 Dissertation Award and it is scheduled
to be published as a monograph by Brill by 2026.
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Trials and Tribulations in the Sirah of the Prophet: Human — centered approaches to Global
Conflict Studies and the significance of meaning — making in healing and spiritual care.
Following the end of the Cold War in the 1990s, the fields of Global Conflict Studies and
International Relations—traditionally focused on states, power politics, and diplomacy—have
experienced a paradigmatic shift toward more human-centered approaches. Within this
emerging intellectual space, the experiences and suffering of victims of conflict have gained
significant scholarly attention (UNDP 1994; Kaldor 1999; Paris 2001). Parallel to this
development, there has been growing recognition of the role of religion in addressing the trials
and tribulations of conflict victims (Abu-Nimer 2001; Philpott 2007; Holman 2011).

Building on this shift, the proposed paper engages with aspects of sirah literature that address
the theme of trials and tribulations, with the aim of highlighting its potential contribution to
meaning-making processes. The construction of meaningful narratives is increasingly
understood as a critical factor in fostering resilience, facilitating healing, and supporting
reconciliation in post-conflict settings (Weil 1947; Tutu 1999; Sacks 2002).

While the themes of trials and tribulations are prominently addressed in both the Qur’an and
Hadith literature—shaping foundational Muslim conceptions of theodicy (Jackson 2006)—
commentarial treatments have often remained limited or narrowly framed (Rouzati 2015).
Given the centrality of the prophetic example in Muslim “Exemplarist Moral Theory” (Zagzebski
2017), however, the sirah holds considerable potential for guiding theological engagement with
trials and moral formation.



By emphasizing the role of sirah and Muslim prophetology in the development of pastoral
theology and spiritual care (Salem; Ansari 2025), and drawing on classical reflections on the
theological meaning of suffering (al-BGt1 2009), this paper aims to explore the capacity of the
sirah narrative to contribute to processes of meaning-making in response to the trials and

tribulations experienced by victims of war and conflict.



Dr. Emad El-Din Shahin

Dr. Emad Shahin is a professor at the College of Islamic Studies
(CIS) at Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), Qatar Foundation.
He was Al-Shawwaf Visiting Professor of Near Eastern
Languages and Civilization (NELC) at Harvard University (2022-
2023). Before joining Qatar Foundation, he was the Hasib
Sabbagh Distinguished Visiting Chair of Arabic and Islamic
Studies and a visiting professor of Political Science at the School
of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. Shahin has taught
in leading universities including Harvard, Notre Dame, George
Washington, and Boston University. Shahin was a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at Columbia
University and public policy scholar at The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
He is the editor-in-chief of The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Politics and co-editor with John
L. Esposito of The Oxford Handbook of Islam and Politics; Key Islamic Political Thinkers (Oxford
University Press, 2018); and Islam and Politics around the World (Oxford University Press,
2018).
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Islamic Ethics and the UN Principle of the Responsibility to Protect

The ongoing wars and atrocities in Gaza and Ukraine show that the extent to the moral crisis
the world is going through. The ability, or more precisely the inability, of collective action and
states capacity for prevention of war crimes and genocide is blatantly limited. This chapter
examines and juxtaposes the Islamic principles and the UN principle of the Responsibility to
Protect (R2P). It addresses the pillars on which the two frameworks rest. The chapter explores
the compatibility and convergence between the two systems. It analyzes the limitations of the
R2P, that include, among other factors, inconsistent application and selectivity; abuse and
misuse of the principle; and the lack of willingness or capacity for prevention. It reveals how
Islamic legal and moral traditions offer valuable insights and approaches that can address some
of the shortcomings and challenges that the R2P faces.
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Abdulrashid Imotola Mahmud Nigeria National, a Master's ﬁ\

student of Islamic and Sustainable Finance at Hamad Bin Khalifa \ | ., ]
University (HBKU). His academic focus includes sustainable finance, Shariah compliance,
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) criteria, impact investing, and the role of green

sukuk in advancing circular economy initiatives. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Islamic
Law from Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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Ms. Lulwa Mutib Al-Shammari is a researcher in Islamic studies
and a PhD candidate at the University of Malaya. She holds a
master's degree in Figh from Qatar University, as well as another in Figh and Society from
Hamad Bin Khalifa University. She worked as an Islamic education teacher for six years before
serving as a Student Affairs Specialist at Qatar University. She chaired the student activities
committee in her department and conducted several training workshops in technical and
educational fields such as barcode design, distance learning, classroom environment, and
effective planning.
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Abdul Rahman Iwadallah Ahmad Ali holds a Diploma in Islamic
Studies from the Institute of Islamic Studies in Egypt (2022), and a
Certificate in Islamic Studies from Hamad Bin Khalifa University (2025). He is currently pursuing
a master's degree in Figh and Society at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, as well as a master's
degree in Economics at Helwan University in Egypt.
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Dr. Mutaz Al-Khatib

Dr. Mutaz Al-Khatib is an Associate Professor of Methodology
and Ethics at the Research Center for Islamic Legislation and
Ethics, and at the MA program in Applied Islamic Ethics at the
College of Islamic Studies, Hamad Bin Khalifa University. He holds
a BA in Islamic Studies from Damascus University and another in
Arabic Literature from Al-Azhar University. He played a
prominent public intellectual role as anchor of Al Jazeera’s
program Al Sharia wa-I Hayat (2004—-2013) and served as Editor-
in-Chief of “Islam and Contemporary Affairs” on IslamOnline.net
(2003—-2008). He has been a visiting scholar at institutions including ZMO and the Forum
Transregionale Studien in Berlin, and has taught at AUB, the Islamic University of Beirut, and
Qatar University. Dr. Al-Khatib has authored and edited several books and over 30 scholarly
articles on Hadith criticism, Islamic ethics, magasid, and intellectual history.
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Dr. Muhammad Munir

Dr. Muhammad Munir is a Visiting Professor at the Department of
Law, International Islamic University Islamabad (l1Ul), and former
Regional Advisor on IHL and Islam at the ICRC, covering the Middle R r
East and North Africa. He served IlUl in various senior roles ,

including Vice President (Administration and Finance and Higher A1 e
Studies and Research), Director General of the Shariah Academy, ¢
and Professor of Law. He holds LLB and LLM degrees from IIUl, an
LLM in International Law from Stockholm University, and a PhD
from the University of Karachi. Dr. Munir has over 50 published papers on topics such as Islamic
law, human rights, and legal theory. His notable books include Precedent in Pakistani Law
(Oxford University Press) and The Law of War and Peace in Islam. He has supervised more than
90 postgraduate theses and trained judges, scholars, and academics globally.
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The Intrinsic Nature of Relations between Muslim and Non-Muslim States: Hostile or
Peaceful?

Abstract

This work critically evaluates the tenability of the following major premises regarding the
Prophet’s practice in war and peace: (a) whether the causes of war in Islam is to eliminate
infidelity from the whole world and establish an Islamic order based on the supremacy of Islam;
(b) whether the evolutionary theory of jihad, which culminates in the perpetual war theory, is
sustainable; (c) whether the views and practice of the global jihadists such as ISIS in waging war
on Muslims and non-Muslims and their policy of absolute destruction of everything has any
basis in the teachings of Islam; (d) whether the intrinsic nature of relations between the
Muslims and non-Muslim states are peaceful or hostile; (e) whether the theory of the division
of the world into two domains — Dar al-harb and Dar al-Islam — sustainable under Islamic law
and could be the basis of relations between Muslim and non-Muslim states?

This work concludes, that the causes of war in Islam is never to eliminate infidelity from the
world or to establish the supremacy of Islam over the whole world; that the evolutionary theory
of jihad or the perpetual war theory is never sustainable according to the Quran; the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him); and the formulations of top Muslim jurists; that
the views of global jihadists such as ISIS in waging a perpetual war against Muslims as well as
the non-Muslims are not based on the teachings of Islam; that the intrinsic nature of relations



between the Muslims and the non-Muslim states is peace and not war; that hostile relations
between the Muslims and non-Muslim communities are exception to the normal relations that
are peace; that the basis of international relations as per the Quran, the Prophetic practice, and
the formulations of early Muslim jurists is ‘reciprocity’; and that the theory of the division of the
world into two domains was never devised by Muslim jurists to give a perpetual war theory.
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Dr. Mounir Ben El-Kilani EI-Kamnater is a Tunisian scholar, former Associate Professor at the
Higher Institute of Usul al-Din, Al-Zaytuna University, and current President of the Mashyakhat
of Al-Zaytuna Mosque. He holds a PhD in Usul al-Figh from Al-Azhar University with highest
honors and multiple ljazat from renowned Syrian and Azharite scholars. A prominent preacher,
educator, and academic, Dr. Kamnater has taught at leading institutions in Syria, Egypt, and
Tunisia. He has contributed to religious broadcasting, academic conferences, and Islamic
finance. As head of the Mashyakhat, he actively promotes moderate Islamic scholarship rooted
in Tunisian tradition and leads nationwide educational and cultural efforts to spread Islamic and
Arabic sciences.
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Dr. Ma’ruf Adam Bawa is an Associate Professor of Islamic Jurisprudence at Qatar University.
Originally from Sri Lanka, he earned his PhD, MA, and BA in Islamic Law from Al-Azhar
University. With over two decades of academic experience, he has taught at institutions in Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, and Qatar. His research focuses on contemporary Islamic jurisprudence, fatwa
methodology, and legal theory. He has published extensively in peer-reviewed journals and
supervised numerous MA theses. He has presented papers at international conferences in
Malaysia, Morocco, Turkey, and Canada. Dr. Bawa has led and contributed to research projects
funded by Qatar University and the QNRF. He is actively engaged in curriculum development
and academic assessment committees. A trilingual scholar, he is also involved in community
outreach and public education through media and workshops.
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Ambassador Aliyar Azeez

Ambassador Aliyar Azeez is a seasoned Sri Lankan diplomat
and strategist with extensive experience in multilateral
diplomacy, international relations, and public policy. He
served as Permanent Representative to the UN in Geneva
(2018-2020) and Vienna (2011-2015), and as ambassador to
several European countries. His key contributions include the
Sri Lanka Peace Talks (2002-2003), and leadership roles in
international forums such as the IAEA, CTBTO, UNCTAD, WHO,
and the Oslo Convention. A public intellectual and lecturer, he
advises on law, diplomacy, and global governance, and is
active in areas such as human rights, disarmament, conflict resolution, and Indo-Pacific affairs.
He holds an LL.M. from Tribhuvan University, a Diploma in Diplomacy from the Geneva
Graduate Institute, and an LL.B. from the University of Colombo. A published poet, he joined
the Foreign Service in 1991.
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The principle of Good Neighbourliness

The principle of Good Neighbourliness, deeply entrenched in Islamic traditions, holds special
salience in contemporary international relations. As a foundational norm, the principle, at its
core, promotes peaceful cooperation, tolerance, and mutual respect among states. Its
advancement and consistent application can facilitate the management and resolution of inter-
state and regional conflicts or disputes; nevertheless, several impediments threaten its
efficacious application. Among them remain illegal occupation, forced annexation, terrorism,
repression of nationalities / minorities, cross-border infiltration, and unprovoked, offensive
armed actions without authorization from the UN Security Council. In today’s volatile
international order that is still evolving, geopolitics complicates the promotion of the principle
of Good Neighbourliness by shaping and redefining alliances and adversarial relations between
and among states. Additional challenges such as the absence of a universal definition,
inconsistent application, and protracted historical grievances as well as territorial disputes
further erode the norm’s effectiveness. These factors often foster division and tension, even
among states and within regions, which enjoyed traditionally stable relations despite bilateral
or regional irritants. It is aimed therefore to critically examine how the principle of Good
Neighbourliness, guided by, and subject to, overarching Islamic values, can help overcome or
moderate these constraints and geopolitical pressures. It is sought to explore whether this



norm can offer clarity and direction in the emerging global landscape and contribute to inter-
state or regional stability, thereby promoting a just, inclusive and lasting peace.



Dr. Muhammad Modassir Ali

Dr. Muhammad Modassir Ali earned his Bachelor’s degree in Islamic
Studies and his Master’s and PhD in Comparative Religion from the
International Islamic University, Islamabad (llUl). He was selected
twice for the Fulbright Scholar Program; in 2003 at the University of
Santa Barbara and in 2008 at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign. Having worked at his alma mater, 11Ul, for some years
where he taught courses on world religions, particularly Christianity
and Indian religions, he moved to Qatar University in 2011, where he
was Associate Dean for Student Affairs until 2014. In 2015, he joined
the Muhammad Bin Hamad Al Thani Center for Muslim Contribution
to Civilization (CMCC) at CIS, HBKU. Currently, he serves as Senior Researcher at and Assistant
Dean for Student Affairs at the College of Islamic Studies.
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Espionage in Peace and War: Legal and Ethical Perspectives from Prophetic Guidance and
Hindu Traditions

Espionage, a critical yet ethically complex aspect of peace and war, is addressed in both Islamic
and Hindu traditions through legal and ethical frameworks. This paper examines the Prophetic
guidance on espionage, rooted in the Qur’an and Sunnah, and compares it with Hindu
perspectives from texts like Kautilya’s Arthashastra and the Mahabharata. It explores how
these traditions balance strategic necessity with ethical constraints, drawing on historical
examples like the Prophet’s intelligence strategies and ancient Indian espionage networks. By
analyzing legal rulings and ethical principles, the study highlights their relevance to modern
conflicts and interfaith dialogue. The paper argues that these traditions offer valuable insights
for developing ethical intelligence frameworks in contemporary global contexts, particularly in
regions with Muslim and Hindu populations.



Dr. Abdullah bin Hamid Ali

Dr. Abdullah Ali is a scholar of Islamic law with field specialties in
Islamic Theology as well as Race and Blackness Studies in Muslim
History. His research interests include the interconnection
between law and identity formation, comparative Islamic law,
and Islam’s role in the modern world. At Zaytuna College, Dr. Ali
teaches Jurisprudential Principles, Family Law, Inheritance Law,
Commercial Law, Prophetic Tradition, Creedal Theology, and
Islamic Virtue Ethics. He received his BA or Al-ljazah Al-‘Ulya \ !
from Al-Qarawiyyin University in Shariah in 2001. He received

both his MA and PhD from the Graduate Theological Union in 2012 and 2016, respectively. Prior
to his post at Zaytuna College, Dr. Ali was a chaplain at State Correctional Institute in Chester,
PA, from 2002 to 2007. Dr. Ali joined Zaytuna College in 2007.

() ! (3 slgedly Byall liahng oIS ele 3 parasing duadludl day 2l (3 Gl 9o o dll e

@ ol WLl (3 MYl y939 ccnliall (Dl dialls cduggll iy 0g5lall o WMl dioed)l dilolazal okl
(S 9l Eoumdl Mlolaall did iyl gall didd 8 Yl ddd (dadll Jouol Dlge o )Wl i ¢yl 448

ol 9,8l dnaler (3o day il (§ (Walt ) Gogny sl A2y e o> Aol Al 33Ty cBtiall
Graduate Theological ) Wl luhald 3 gaM1 sl ¢ye 098wy il g2d e Jsa> 032001

8 dogSol POloYl Lo (3 Lisaud Jas «Dg3)l &5 J) dolosaail Jb . JIgtl Ae 20169 2012 2le & (Union
2007 ple Lgiyll LG e > 3=l 4892007 4] 2002 ple o cbililandy ¢ il

Love, Peace, and the Love of Peace

Peace features prominently in the Prophetic teachings. And so does love. The Prophet—upon
him God'’s blessing and peace—was sent to teach men and women how to tame their souls.
And it is that discipline, according to Raghib al-Asfahani, that qualifies us for khilafah. The
Prophet was the spiritual center of the early community. He would eventually become the
exemplar of its sociopolitical life as well. In the eyes of every petty conqueror, war is necessary
for peace because no justice can be realized without it. However, since cultures of tyranny
inevitably devolve into chaos, justice must always constitute a central element of communal
identity. The Prophet loved humanity. He loved to see us to live in peace. And his life provides
us with wise insights covering many important realms, including law, ethics, psychology, heath,
education, economics, and diplomacy. He characterized citizens as “the herd” and rulers as
“shepherds.” And good shepherds steer the herd to greener pastures. They do not tyrannize or
expose them unnecessarily to danger. These insights serve as tools for effective governance of
the citizenry and wise diplomacy with outsiders. Peace may be achieved through strength. The
Prophet demonstrated how it can also be achieved through love. This paper/presentation will
highlight how the Prophet promoted trust rather than fear to achieve his goals and how such
approaches have the potential to produce healthy outcomes in both domestic and foreign
affairs.



Dr. Kenan Music¢

Dr. Musi¢ is an Associate Professor and Vice-Dean for Finance at
the Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of Sarajevo. He heads
the Department of Hadith and previously served as Head Imam of
the Sarajevo Islamic Community. A graduate of Al-Azhar
University in Cairo (Usul al-Din, Hadith) and the Faculty of Sharia
at the University of Damascus, he earned his MA (2009) and PhD
(2015) from the University of Sarajevo, with a doctoral thesis on
the communicative aspects of the Prophet’s biography. Dr. Musié
specializes in Hadith sciences, Sirah, Tafsir, and communication.
His publications include books on Prophet Muhammad’s life and
communication, as well as academic articles on social justice, Hadith |nterpretat|on and family
ethics. He has participated in Erasmus exchanges, and contributed to developing Islamic
education curricula. His leadership roles include Director of the Center for Qur’an and Sunna,
and he serves on doctoral councils and Hadith-related committees. Dr. Musi¢ has supervised
master’s and doctoral theses and lectures extensively on Islamic tradition in Bosnia and
internationally.
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Contextualizing Jihad through the Prophetic Sirah, Hadith, and Sunnah in the Contemporary
Age and its Challenges

This paper explores the contemporary relevance of jihad as a central concept within Islamic
tradition, particularly in light of the pervasive misuse and politicization of religious teachings in
modern global conflicts. In such contexts, religious concepts are frequently stripped of their
ethical and theological depth, repurposed for ideological or geopolitical agendas. This is
particularly evident in the treatment of jihad, which is often misrepresented both within and
outside Muslim societies. In this text, we will discuss the relationship between Hadith and
Sunnah, as well as the significance of the Sirah for a holistic and integrative understanding of
Jihad—and of Islam in general.

By returning to the Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), along with his sunnah
and hadith, the paper offers a holistic and contextualized reading of jihad—one that honors the
integrative spirit of the Prophetic legacy. The sunnah is understood here not merely as a set of



isolated practices, but as a coherent framework aimed at realizing the objectives (maqasid) of
the Islamic message.

It is a fact that Hadith scholars, throughout the centuries of the development of Islamic sciences,
devoted special attention to the topic of Jihad through their scholarly efforts. They compiled
Hadith collections specifically focused on Jihad, thereby establishing a foundation for the analysis
and study of this aspect of the Sunnah of Muhammad, peace be upon him. Naturally, this
trajectory also accompanied the legal efforts in deriving the rulings of Jihad and its proper
application in life, a task undertaken by Muslim jurists.

We believe it is extremely important to address global challenges, particularly conflicts that affect
the entire Muslim world, or Ummah, and to examine the issue of globalization as a cultural
process, as well as conflicts related to resources, and the political, social, and economic
turbulences that impact not only Muslims but all people around the world. Within this context,
Jihad should be positioned primarily as a dynamic and proactive engagement with the various
processes and circumstances in which human beings may find themselves.Therefore, we will
analyze the etymological and semantic relationships of the concept of Jihad through the Qur'an
and Hadith, and include our reading of numerous Hadiths on Jihad. We will then offer our own
interpretation of what Jihad can signify in the context of an extremely complex reality and the
necessity of prioritization, in order to provide adequate responses at the right time when
addressing contemporary challenges.
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Dr. Salah EI-Din Ali Ali Mohamed Ashour is a distinguished Egyf)tian academic and expert in
Islamic history and civilization. He is currently the Dean of the Faculty of Arabic Language at Al-
Azhar University, Cairo, a position he has held since August 2022. He earned his BA (1987), MA
(21993), and PhD (1996) in Islamic History from Al-Azhar University, with highest honors. Over a
distinguished academic career, he has served as Professor and Vice Dean of the Faculty,
published over a dozen peer-reviewed studies, and authored multiple books on Islamic
historical thought, historiography, and political movements. His research includes notable
works on the Seljuks, Fatimids, and historiographical methods. He has organized international
conferences, supervised examinations abroad, and participated in national quality assurance
training programs. Dr. Ashour also sits on scholarly committees at Al-Azhar and serves on the
boards of historical associations in Cairo, contributing significantly to heritage preservation and
academic excellence.
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Dr. Abdul Hannan M. Tago is a prominent Filipino scholar and diplomat with over 35 years of
international experience in journalism, diplomacy, and Islamic leadership. He currently serves
as President of the Ulama Supreme Council of the Philippines for Peace and Development and
the Bangsamoro Ulama and Professional Council. He is also a Senior Consultant for Arab and
Middle East Affairs to the Office of the Presidential Adviser on Muslim Affairs, and Executive
Director of the Bangsamoro Federal Business Council. His previous roles include Vice Chairman
of Al-Amanah Islamic Bank, Adviser to the President of Mindanao State University, and Bureau
Chief of Arab News in Riyadh. He holds a BA in Arabic from Al-Azhar University, an MA in Arab
Political Science from the Arab League in Cairo, and a PhD in Humanities from the Academy of
Universal Global Peace (USA). A passionate advocate for peace, moderation, and interfaith
dialogue, he actively participates in global forums promoting coexistence and religious
harmony.
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Dr. Qayyim Naoki Yamamoto

Dr. Qayyim Naoki Yamamoto is an Assistant Professor at the
Graduate School of Turkic Studies, Marmara University. He
earned his PhD in Area Studies from Kyoto University in 2018,
where he also completed his MA. He specializes in Islamic
Ottoman thought and traditional Japanese culture, with a
strong focus on Sufism, particularly the intellectual traditions
of figures like ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi and Ibrahim Haqqi.
Dr. Yamamoto has authored numerous academic articles in
Japanese and English on Islamic mysticism, ethics, and
Ottoman intellectual history. His notable works include a Japanese translation of al-Sulami’s Kitab
al-Futuwwa. He has presented widely at international academic conferences, sharing insights on
the intersection of Shariah, metaphysics, and Sufi epistemology. He also runs Shajarat al-Nur
(Tree of Light), a platform dedicated to reviving traditional cognitive frameworks influenced by
Ihsan, drawing inspiration from spiritual cultivation to confront modern challenges. His academic
journey includes advanced training in Arabic and Turkish, with fellowships in Jordan and Turkey.
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Sword or Pen? The Legacy of Prophetic Guidance in Politics and the Intellectual Imperative
This paper examines two Ottoman political texts—Pirizade Mehmed’s Bes Tarz-1 Siyaset (Five
ways of politics) and Firdevsi-i RUmi’s Miinazara-i Seyf G Kalem (Argumentation on sword and
pen) —to interrogate the prophetic legacy in matters of governance, ethics, and intellectual
authority. While Pirizade insists on the balance between siyaset-i akliyye (rational politics) and
siyaset-i ser‘iyye (divine law) as the foundation of just rule, Firdevsi dramatizes the tension
between the military and scholarly classes through an allegorical debate between the sword and
the pen, held in the court of Prophet Solomon. Though the sword wins battles, Firdevsi reminds
us that peace is signed with the pen, and wounds are healed by it—both are indispensable.
Together, these works reflect a distinctly Ottoman continuation of Prophetic ethics: a vision
where power must be restrained by wisdom, and authority legitimized through knowledge and
justice. In a time when violence and war dominate global affairs, this paper proposes that
revisiting such texts helps revive a prophetic model of governance—one that privileges ethical
restraint over brute force and elevates intellectual engagement as a sacred duty. The prophetic
imperative, then, is not only to rule justly, but to think justly.



